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oe The Legislature of one of our smallest states, coyland shea 
wy, 
by its vote returned ta the Senate of the United f reaten Pte aa 
ry 
‘absence of five vears,Arthur Pue Gorman and by so doing has nevis 


in notion,not a force of nature,but a political force ,whose oni AR 
Riri no man may know,and which unless he has *+he vision of a seer. mp 
no man may Dredict. 

An old ship,manned by an eager,willing and Juaty orev is 
‘Arirting,a derelict,over the political seas,helpless in the tur is 
‘moil of the vaves,for lack of a navigator to take the helm,put 
hor nose into the main and drive her safe into port. Mayhap the — 
‘Legislature of Marviand han cormisrioned the pilot who will save 
the vessel and its carzo,and on some erisp November day warp her 
safe intg dock,battered by the storms but with the flag of victory 
‘flying from the masthead. 
ae Apart, hovevyer,from any possibilities the Future may hold cot 


in .German his past contains enough of interest,and to spare, 9 


@ a study of him one of the most interesting and enli lent ene 
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ing of 211 men who fill the public eye of today. 
: Has No Prototype. 

He stands alone,unexampled as a type of public man,whiech he , 
and he alone represents. We may delve into the parnt,ve may scan 
Ae present but his prototype is not revealed. The mold was broken 
another has not been east ,another will not be,all others will be 

no man moy Mono, 
imitations. He created himself,and how,,put him who did the work, 
for locked within the inner recesses burglar proof,as they are, 
the hidden seeret will die with the constructor,as none have ever 
been wrung,stolen or cajoled from this disciple of the Sphynx. 

Arthur Pue Gorman was bern on March 11,1849,in Howard County 
Md. His father's ancestors came from Ireland in 1800. His mother 
was of Scotch extraction,henece he is the inheritor of that great 
combination of bloods whieh has given to the world so many of its 
great ,pernaps,its greatest men-Scotch-Irish,and in no one could 
the dominating characteristics of this wonderful blending shaw 


more elearlyvy than in him. 


His father,Peter Gorman,was a man reputed to have been possess— 


ed of rather choleric temmer;circumseribed in his ownership of 
the good things of life and the progenitor of three sons,Arthur, 
the elder,William H.and Calvin,none of whom other than Arthur P. 
ever climbed above mediscerity. It is said by those who know that 
attrition "as responsible for Mr.Gorman's famous suavity of man- 
ner,and that contact with the granite-like inflexibility of his 
sire gave hin the polish for which he is famed,and that to his 


mother he owes those rudiments of gentleness and kindness which, 
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taking root in ehildhood,have <rovn like the ereening vine over 
his whole nature,mellowing it and making it mont lovable to these 
who Know him best. 


If vas ta his nother,whom he much resembles, he paid whet, iis 


“gaid to be the one emotional tripuite of hik lifes OF Her he said, 


when nominated for the second tife by his parfy gauews an +redr 
candidate for Senator, "All that I am and all theft I hene to be 
is due to my mother and the peonle of. Maryvlana." 
A Self-Fducated Man. 
W2aTA 

Mr. Gorman's brow if bound by no victorious, from some lavish 
Alma Mater. His education wantonly /oaon) as he mould attain at the 
publie schools of hie eemmty,and that ceaned at an early age. 

He was transplanted from +he home farm intd the Congress 
of the United States as a page; Pfarst in the House and afterward, 
through the influence of Stephen A.Dougilas,to the Senate. Into 
that great school,which in those day& wank a representative body 
of intellectual ,forensic and nolitical giants,the ecowitry lad, 
fresh from the seent of the wild flowers and the peace of natura, 
was thrown. Webster,Clay,Calhoun were his preceptors in the prin- 
ciple of statesmanshin. From this trio of the werld's creatert 
he absorbed a knowledge of the Senate's traditions ,and from them 
he ia in,like mother's milk,a knowledge of our Constitution 
that has enabled him to become an expositor,second to none, 
of that great charter of popular rights. He if also said to have 
been the »nrivate seerestarvy of Stephen A.Douglas,and lived upon 
terms of csreatest intimacy vith hin. 

Pew peonle know that Senator Corman has a militaay record 


- 


»but none the less he has,for when the National Capitel was 
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Quaking in its shoes,as the sound of Karly'sa raiders came closer 
to its sates,yvounz Gorman war a Lieutenant of a company of volun 
teers ,mace up of employes of the Government. He has,however, 
never sought a pension on the strength of that service,baited his 
hook with it for the Grand Army vote or posed as "the man on 
Jhorseback." His military sevire never elected him Governor of his 
state; it will never land him in the White House, 

His First Annointment. 

When his lanky limbs preclaimed the coming man he burst from 
his chrysalis of kniekerboekers anto the effulcence of long panta- 
loons,and the Assistant Postmastershid of the Senate at the same 
time. This posdtion he held wnitil a too previous defense of 
Andrew Johnson,then on trial before the Senate,terminated his 
career. 

Montgomery Blair of Maryland,Postmaster General under Mr. 
Lincoln,cane to his reseue,and onee again he became a sevant of 
the people; this time as Deputy Collector of Internal Revenue. 

He was east from this position into the bueolic caim of 
pastoral nolitics,and became a member of the House of Delegates 
of Marviand from his native County of Howard in that state of 
sapient mublic men,where he beeame the leader,not by virtue of 
his strength as an orator,nor a debator,nor by his statesmanship, 
but through his knowledge of men and political manipulation,ac— 
quired by his long experience in the Senate of the United States. 
Graduating sasily from a representative of his state into a Senator 
thereof ,and from thence into the Presidency of the Chesapeake and 


Ohio Canal,Mr.Gorman was ripe for new honors. 
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AS President of the Ganal he had at hand an instrument for 
great political power,which he utilized as a &tepPing stone into 
the National Senate over the heads of William Pinkney Whyte and 
John Lee Carroll who up to that time had been annointed of the 


people of Maryland in all that savored of volitieal sanetity and 
success, He entahed & fpr beech Halton and orl fhe Holi timn Uae evboeA 
Uinatev ¥ 

Practically Unknown. 

When he first came to the United States Senate in I880, he was 
but little known beyond the boundaries of his own atate., Fven the 
Newspapers were at a ioss to find mich of interest to vrint about 
him. His chief claim to distinetion seems to have peen that he 
had been a ball player, I+ was not long however,before he began 
to sirt down into his seat and attract the attention of his fellow 
Senators. 

Pursuing the poliey he has followed throughout life,Mr.Gorman 
began by making personal friends of all his colleagues from the 
consequential to the ineonsequential ,irrerapective of party ,and 
ere long he could claim all for his friends,frienda whe liked hin, 
friends who would always lend him a willing ear,friends who wonld 
80 out of their wavy to serve him. 

Having established himself upon the firm basis o£ popularity 
and friendship,he was ready to reveal himee@lf in all hie natural 
ability and acquired equipment a5#a leader.and above all as a 
partisan leader, 

As a parliamenterian he pegan to inspire confidence in Ik 
fellow Democrats,and rerpect, which eventued mw fear,in the opposi- 
tion. He pecame the Moses to the children of Israel ef his own 


party,and led them so eften through the tumultuous seas of parlia- 
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mentary difficulty that they began to look upon him as their only 
saccor in their hour of need. 

lie did not then stand forth as a creator of thought,an origi- 
nator of poliov or a form@Mlator of theories of atatecraft. He was 
content to shoot the gun when lo@ded bv others;to defer to men of 
greater national and party standing. In that wav he wormed himself? 
into the confidence of his party without arousing the Jealousies 
of those who for so long had been its leaders. 

Beeame a Leader. 

From these ,by easy graduations Mr. dormarporked hir way to 
the leadership of his party in the Senate without leaving a ruffle 
in the waters through which he had come, His capacity as an organ 
izer;his resources and foree as a debater;his invaluable ability 
as a reconceiler of diverse interests,soon brought so marked a 
recognition of his natural and aequired merits as a partisan a 
chieftain that the old leaders fell back for him to step for- 
ward, 

His clain to the natmhenal leadership of his party mav pex- 
haps be said to have developed its embryo at the tine of the 
successfil Cleveland campaign.That campaign opened the eyes | | 
of the people at large of both narties to the fact that a new 
Richmond was in the field;that a man,who knew from Alpha to 
Omega the infs and outs of Presidential compaizgning was,in the | 
future to be reekoned with, They saw that the old days of Demo- 
eratic mistakes,lack of organization and inaction were overes 
mistakes and disruption which the Republican leaders always 
counted upon and never in vain,for under the old order of things : 


they were inevitable. A new leader war riding the Democratic 
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donkey;one with the eyes of an eagleja voice and manner as se- 
ductive as the siren's& song,a seat an immovable as Centaur's, 
and heels tinned with steel as keen as the needle!A noint, 
No more balking no more backing,no morevxiexing,no more taking 
the bit in its hardened mouth and avay for that historie ani- 
mal. Its master,a consummate horseman,was on its back,and there 
was no way but forward. 

a Fleoted the Plow Horse. 
After succeraive defeats for a auarter of a century Mr.Ccorman 


Lifted his party out the sloughs of seemingly never ending 


ety 
disconmfitures and elected to the Presideney a nan( nanaty frown 
beyond the lines of his state as against one of the most 
brilliant snd magnetic statesmen thir country thas ever pro- 
dueed, A plow horse with a jockey up beat phe thoroughbred 
ridden by 2 butcher's bov,. Not until after the amoke of the 
battle had cleared away was it known tnat the blow had been 
dealt by the hand in the velvet glove, 

Mr,%orman's reputation was thus established as an organi-g 
ser and manager,but there was vat to develop another phase 
of political versatility and power, He was without a shadow 
of a doubt the High Lord Fxeeutioner of Mr.Lodge's Federal 
election ie* ,that parkisan measure, commonly amd more general= 
ly known as the foree bill. Leading what was probably the 
most desperately fought political contest since ante bellum 
days, Mr.9orman demonatrated his peteney to repress a Republi- 
can majority in the Senate without the baoking of an undivided 


minority. 
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His calm and adroit energy,his resourcefulness, his mastery of 
men, Stood him in better stead than ever before,and sinee this 
may be said to be his erowning triumph,it unquestionably demon- 
strated his claim to stand as the most sagacious,finished and 
courageous party leader of his time. From then until he went 
down in defeat,swallowed up py that political ootonus free 
silver,Mr.Gorman was "facile prineeps" the Corvpheus of the 
Democratic party. 

A glance at(for no man ever peered within)such a man | 
is worthy of a moment, Physically as well as characteristicall 
and temperamentally he is an attractive study. 

Apout five feet nine or ten inches in height,his ereet and 
well proportioned Pigeure fills the eve pleasingly and as beings 
‘hat of a man who in his younger daya had been an athlete. A head 
of grey hair surmounts a face once seen never to pe forgotten. 

A Roman nose,shading a mouth e? chiseled lips,firm in every 
line,augments the appearance of mastery sup peated in his sauare 
jaw,marksman's eye and broad forehead. A smoothiv shaven face 
throws into relief his clearly out features and gives a first 
impression or clerical predisporition, In eonversation a set of + 
even,white teeth disclose under his lips,and are beacons of a 
smile when he so chooses,as winsome as ever wooed a vote out 

of a man’s conselience. His handshake if a revelation to the une 
initiated,and with his emile has won him more votes than his 
bPains uni sagacity. It is said in many parts of Marvland that 
no man ever left Mr.Gorman's smile and handshake to vote against 


him, In repose his fare is austere and sold,and at first sight 
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unapproachable,but futher contemlation develops lines which 
dispel those that forbid, Ther is at mont times an expression of 
melancholy in his that would suggest that he is a romanticist, 
instead of the keen,alert,enthusiastic,common-sensed,adamantine 
politioian that he is. 
Gorman in Private Life. 

He is a man of kindly disnosition in all social relations. 

In his domestie life he is "sans deurj;sans reproche"-a model 


husband,the tenderest of fathers and the most faithful and de- 


voted of brothers. Of religion he seldom prates—the" Golden 


Rule"seems to be his article of belief. Temporite as an anchorite 


he leads a life as Aimple as a child's. He in a student,yet 

reads deeply of blue booka,and chiefly the vorks of English 

and Ameriean orators and statesmen. History and such phild- 

sophy as has been enacted into laws are the oniy "dear ead 
things confined upon an library shelf"(as Rossetti calls them) 
whioh claim hin leisure and idle hours, In the eurrent literature 
of the day he keeps himself thoroughly ,not superficially ,inform 
ed,and converses with an appreciation of its niceties that will 
astound one who sees in him only the imperturbable statesman. 

In spite of his limited opportunities for education he has 
in the school of nractieal exnerience,from youth upward to the 
present tine,had chances to gain a knowledge second to none 
in national methods and history of legislation,by association 
with the most eminent of publie men and by a personal obserpation 
in the highest state and national couneiis that have so disei- 
pled his native gifts for Government administration as to make 


him one of the best informed,most completely equipped and prac— 
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tical of statesmen. A courtly,almost aifferential manner, second 
ed by a voice which in the sweetness of its cadence invites 
your confidence and warms your heart toward the man whe,yvou are 
led to believe,takes not only a personal,put an active interest 
‘in your affairs. One leaves him not only with a high regard 
for Mr.Gorman,but with a still zreater one for one's self. Hea 
leads vou when you think he is following. He suggests for vou 
to appropriate. His equilateral blandness and temperamental 
adaptability are unsurpassed,are unsurpassable. 

Wins By Farnestness. 

The follover of Chicot might claim that Mr.Gorman's potency 
in dealing vith his fellow—-man is due to hypnotic influence, 
but the man of conservative thought and observation will solve 
the mystery as lying concealed in the pure private life of the 
sphynx-like Senator ad the aseendeney of hin personality, through 
the medium of its sarnesrnesas,vhen it comes into contact with 
that of others. 

An eagle's eye,a Mirabeau-like brow, a mouth with the eold 
lines that marked the mighty Richelieu suggerts to the observer 
a subtle sense of Napoleoniam,and beneath his suave smile lies 
in wait something that insinuates the unconquerable manner of 
the Corsician. The epileptic impatience has,however,no part in 
this well rounded man's make up. Never anything but ecalm,self- 
contained in avory minute of his life,he is not a follover of 
chance,but is guided by his unerring instincts,which seem al- 


ways to lead to suecess,be they sprung from head or heart. 
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Npportunist that he irg,he yorks to the line of Lord Byron's 
advice as to cireumstances,when he said that they should be 
made "the sport of man,rather than man should be made the sport 
of circumstancs! 

In an arena where courage and settled belief are but seldon 
met ,publie life, he has demonstrated leonine courage and indomi- 
table steadfastness. Through these foreeful necersaties for a 
successful leader he has been enabled to dominate the irreso=- 
lute of his companions,who stand in fear and trembling,as each 
echo of public opinion is borne to their ears. Mr.Gorman in 
fearful of hone things,and least of all public opinion. He is 
its master,not its slave, Its whims and faneies do not disturb 
his well balanced equanimity. Like his Exeelleney the Secretary 
of State's Mississippi here, the lamented Jim Rludsoe, "he seen 
his duty a dead sure thing,and he went for it thar and then." 

In public questions he has always an objiective,for that he 
heads Clamor,fault finding and al ise cannot turn him until he 
reaches the point for which he starts. 

Never Forgets a Friend. 

His stanchness and sGdah ity in personal and political friend- 
ships are proverbial. If one has served Mr.Goerman that one will 
be in time served. If one has fought Mr.Gorman's battle, just so 
sure as that battle has been won has the reward veen meted out. 
Ingratitude to him is an unknown and detestable quality. Should 
the mouse Knaw asunier the meshes of this lion that mouse will 


feed on national,state or civie cheese until his dying day. In 
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In his native state the "old guard" has rallied and is still 
rallying to the slogan of pattle,which was heard by most of them 
many years ago. New soldiers may enlist under his hanners,but 


the old never desert,and difficvlt would be the task to find 


one who has not had his reward. 


As 4 public sneaker Mr.ferman is not the eloquent finished 
orator of the Webster,Clay or Blaine snhool. He scorns seething 
oratory. In his efforts he aims to hit the bull's eve. His lan 
guage is not the srereotyped phraseology of convention, It is 


his own. He does not ure it aceording to the hard and fast rules 


- Of rhetoric. It doas not flow from his lips like milk and honey. 


(ft 


His sentences crackle like the rapid fire of a Gatling cun. 
He does not attemt to Darrsuade voujhe Dummels vour antagonism 
out of existence,and taking vou by the throat rams hia convictions 
into you. There is a lack of polish and rhythm in his sentences, 
but his arguments are strong,rugged and well plaoced,dressed as 
they are in their plain,though earnest garb. The desi@eratum of 
public and parliamentarv speaking is effeetiveness. That Mr. 
Gorman has to a degreé,as shown inthe more particularly in the 
denates on the Wilson tariff compromise and the foree bill. 
To sum up,he is a speaker of aggressiveness ,force and clearness, 
accentuated by a voice of distinctness and extraordinary metal- 
lie resonanance. 
A Dangerous Opponent. 

Inparliamentary law a past master;a cool,suceinet debatsr; 

dauntless and yet politie;combining consideration with aggres=- 


siveness,as the demand mav bej;a student who has sounded every 
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depth of the legislative seas; possessed of an equipoisfe of 
temper and a thorough command over himself under every urgency: 
a resourcefulness and tactiaal readiness; almost as of inspira- 
tion,he is about as dangerous a man against wiom to break a 
lanee as the public liste eam contain. 

Foreeful as Mr.Gorman may be on the floor,it is in the cloak 
room that his best work is done. There his mastery of men is 
more effeetive in the personal contact than in the oven argu- 
ment, Matthew H,Carpenter oner said of him on an oecasion when 
Mr. torman wanted to lead his oolleagues that "he leads un like 
@ little child." 

Apparent as is this influence no one has ever solved the 
riddle of his suceess. To him the human heart is an instrument, 
Whose feelings mist reredond to the touch of the master hand 
and the human brain only a machine to do the behests of a power 
loeked up in the unseen prteincts of the human soul. He uses 
men as the painter uses his colors,bringing out by their lights 
and shattiows the results he desires; ars the seulptor uses his 
chisel upon the marble,from whose frozen heart he earves the 
images that are to make him immortal. Of men he makes a Pplas- 


tic thing to express his individuality. Hence into the overtures 


‘of all national enactments he nours the solemn tones of the 


unseen but ever present second violin. 
The Party Above All. 
Above all,Mr.%orman is a partisan. It has ever been with 
him-his varty,first,last and all the time; his party,right or 
wrong. When he could not lead he followed it ,even to his own 


defeat. In his political history he has never sulked,but when 
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necessary has laid aside his personal eonvictions,harnessed on 

his armor and leaped into the thickest of the fray. Whenever 

there has been a fight he has been out on the firing line. 

His party is his king,and him king can do no wrong. As chieftain 

or private his strong arm has ever been at his party's service. 
He is never whipped. Today the fortunes of war may go against 

him,but to-morrow will find him renewing the fight,and if strong 

enouzh giving back blow for blow, If too weak for a stand up fight 

he will ne found hanging on the flanks ,harrying the line of trans- 

port or cutting out stragglers,ever vigilant,ever ready to deliy- 

era stroke which will turn seeming defeat into victory. The pol- 

itical party that whips the Senator-eleect from Marvland today 

must sleep on its arms tonight. At any time the attack might come, 

and come it will,and no man may Know from whenee. It will be sud- 

den,it will be fieroe,it will ba driven home. Of all things he 

hates a quitter, Such have no place in the ranks of his cohorts, 

The pest illustration of Mr.Gorman's perseverance in a ficht is 

his returning himself to the Senate after he had been beaten, 

with himself as the issue. He vas beaten onee,and thesagain, but 

he would not stay beaten. The state that had repudiated him by 

upward of 60,900 majority for the opposition party, has selected 

him at the :ession of its hegialature just adjourned to be one 

of its Senators in the National Congress, The histery of the Senate 


will show but few men who after an absence from its halls have 


returned re-eleeted and triumphant. 


Keeps His Own Counsel. 


Perhaps on¢ of the most striking attributer of Mr.Gorman's sue 
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cess is hin ability to keep his own eounrel. His left hand kKnov— 
ath not what his right hand doeth. Locked within the grim cita- 
jel of nis vonderful taciturnity ,and cuarded py the silent sen- 
tinels of his suspicion and self-reliance,the key concealed bée— 
hind the mask of his inperturbalbility ,his eammunings and secrets 
are safe from the eve and ear of all. He eannot be cajoled;he 
eannot be startled into admission of aught he would have unknown. 
Galm and deliberate,the cireulation of his plood responds to a 
never-varying pulsation. 

No man in public life has perhaps been more consistently 
and conscientiously abused than Mr.corman. nip sueeess hos brought 

att] ul Tae 
him many enemies,as this is an envious world political side of it. 
“n 

Many stars vould have held the same course as his,but in the poli- 
tical as well as the artrological law no two can hold the same; 
one has to dren from the firmament, That one has peen his oppo- 
nent. A strong man is perhaps better known by the number of his 
enenies than py numberousness of nis friends,and if that law holds 
good Mr.Gorman is a aivie Hereules. 

Will. He Be President. 

It has long been a mooted question whether or not Mr. torman 
has had Presidential ambitions. Many who have a thorough knowl- 
edge of his course of Political action,and who have known him 
well and closely ,do not think fo. It may be he would prefer to be 
the nover behind the throne. A King maker,and not a king. 

What his third eleation to the Senate,after an absence of 


five yvears,may mean,can be foretold by no man. 
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pattles to victory and 


a] is 


s Yorever,te that perihelion of civic and national cred” 


s-the Presidenoy of the eountry he l@ves so well,and of whi 


5 a represontative and patriotic son. 


J.%.Pearre. 
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